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The First Word...
By John Lockett,
YAS Chairman
As the dreary grey month of August draws to
a close it‘s time to look forward to the new season. The year so far has been frustrating with
seemingly perpetual cloudy skies. I have done
little observing, taken few pictures, but I did
visit Jodrell Bank with a privileged behind the
scenes tour, I did shake hands with ‗Buzz‘
Aldrin, and I did see Omega Centauri for the
first time, from a beach in the Caribbean, so it‘s
not been all bad!
A new season sees a new editorial team for
Algol with Alex Bardy and Martin Dawson taking
over the helm. Ian Reagan‘s editorial reign
ended prematurely as his life has taken him in
exciting new directions, leaving him too little
time to devote to Algol. Thank you Ian, and I
still hope to see you at future meetings.
The observatory continues to evolve and is
now solar powered, and I hope many of you get
the opportunity to visit in the coming months.
The unpredictable weather makes it impossible
to plan observing sessions so I would encourage you all to ‗listen in‘ on the YAS Yahoo group
to know when folks are pointing their ‘scopes
skyward.
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Hazel has once again produced an excellent
speaker programme for the coming year and, as
usual, we will have a number of informal member nights. These give you the opportunity to
have your say – don‘t be shy to volunteer. We
aim to make the informal talks interesting and
educational but maybe there are subjects you
would like covered, no matter how basic. Indeed the simple subjects are often the most
valuable and I always learn something new. I
see it as a fundamental role for the society to
share our knowledge so if you have any requests please let us know. And please remember: it‘s your society.
But now, unless you have left my First Word
until last, it‘s time to get stuck into this bumper
edition of Algol. Enjoy!
Clear Skies!
John Lockett
YAS Chairman
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Society News
Some of the latest info and updates from YAS

Kosmic Ken — Radio Star?
On Thursday 2008 August 28 at 23:15, BBC Radio York
ran a short piece, 'Kosmic Ken' — it turned out to be none
other than Mr Ken Willoughby of WYAS himself. On an
evening BBC Radio Leeds, Sheffield and York join up
and run the same programmes, and one of their regular
features is 'Kosmic Ken's' updates on what is happening in
the sky, both in astronomy and spaceflight. Well worth a
listen. Am not sure if the timings are the same every
week, (Thursday at 23:15) but keep an ear open for it.

Another Lease of Life for
The York Observatory?
Martin Dawson would like to inform all members of the
YAS that he looks after the York Observatory in the Museum Gardens on the last Saturday of each month. All are
very welcome to come and have a look at the 1850 4-in
refractor. Further information available from the YAS
Yahoo Group pages, or just contact Martin directly.
Some dates for the rest of this year are: September 27,
October 25 and November 29. Times are usually from
around 11:30-ish to 14:00-ish. Please do come along and
have a look at one of York’s two surviving astronomical
instruments from the old firm of T. Cooke and Sons.

Forthcoming Leeds AS
Meetings — Venue Change
Please note there is a new venue from September for all
Leeds AS meetings — The Quakers Meeting Room, Carlton Hill. Meetings start at 7pm and usually wind up between 9.30pm and 10pm, or so we’re told... The YAS
would like to congratulate them on finding a larger room,
and from what we hear it has some excellent facilities too.
Some forthcoming Leeds AS meetings include „In Search
of Wm Gascoigne‟ on Wednesday October 8th, a talk from
David Sellers, LAS Newsletter Editor, and „Supernovae‟
on November 12th, by Dr Sam Falle of Leeds University.
Incidentally, for those interested in such things, the Leeds
AS Quarterly Newsletter, Nebula, is available to view online via their website: www.leedsastronomy.org.uk

Leeds Astromeet
Saturday 15th November
This years Leeds Astromeet, also organised by the Leeds
AS, is on Saturday 15th November, dubbed ‘The best
annual Astro day in the North’. More complete details can
be found on the Leeds AS website (address above) — but
with five solid lectures throughout the day, and a number
of trade stands in attendance, it promises much.

SHOCK! Martin Dawson signs new 100-year deal with ALGOL! Alexei
Leonov was flown in as special guest, just to check the small print...

Martin Whillock attended last year’s and
had this to say: “Unfortunately, I went
late and left early, with Paul B & Michael. This year I plan to arrive at
1.00pm and stay till the end. Anyone want
a lift?”
Full Programme of Speakers:
10.00am „The Atmosphere and Climate of
Venus, and the European Venus Express
Mission‟ by Prof. Fred Taylor, University
of Oxford.
11.45am 'The Career of a Variable Star
Observer' by Roger Pickard, BAA President and Director of the Variable Stars
Section.
2.00pm 'The Search for Gravity Waves'
by Professor Michael Cruise, University
of Birmingham.
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Society News cont’d...
3.45pm 'From Interstellar Clouds to Planets: the Universal Factory' by Professor Paola Caselli, University of
Leeds
5.20pm 'The Historical Relation of Astronomy and Astrology' by Dr. Allan Chapman, University of Oxford

Back to Basics Workshop
at Priory Street
Organised by our very own Hazel Collett and Martin
Whillock, the British Astronomical Association (BAA)
presents a Back to Basics Workshops at the Priory Street
Centre here in York. Taking place Saturday 1st November at 9.45am, the Back to Basics Workshops provide a
programme of talks and practical sessions to help you
learn basic techniques and develop your interest to its full
potential. Experienced people will be on hand to answer
your questions.
Cost of the event is £8.00 to BAA Members and £13.00 to
non-members. Price includes all refreshments and a buffet
lunch, and bookings must be made by October 17th. You
can download the Booking Form (which also includes a
lot more detail), at: http://britastro.org/baa/images/
stories/meetings/york_b2b_booking_2008.pdf
Hazel will also need some help with the practical side of
the event such as setting stuff up and helping prepare the
lunches, etc. so volunteers would be much appreciated.

Martin Dawson’s 5-Star
Project Finally Complete...
Recently, Martin Dawson finally completed his homebrewed Star-Diagonal. During the same 5-year period
John Roberts, Jim Webster, Martin Lunn, Martin Whillock and Paul Buglass respectively, have all managed to
complete their entire Observatories...
Martin D, ever one to rush things, spent five and a half
years from start to finish on this particular beauty — his
last job was having the eyepiece holder chrome-plated.
When approached by one of our eagle-eyed reporters, he
started muttering and rambling incoherently: 'Nurse,
nurse, the screens!'. 'What, you mean you look at the sky
too?' — Let’s all hope he never builds an Observatory of
his own, it would be a very looooong undertaking!
He has promised a full length paper describing his work
but simply can't write at the moment, at least not until the
key’s been found, to the straight-jacket of course...
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Federation of Astronomical
Societies (FAS) AGM and
Convention Date Announced
The 2008 FAS AGM and Convention is closing in on us.
The Convention takes place on Saturday 20th September
2008 at the Institute of Astronomy, Madingley Road,
Cambridge CB3 0HA.
Tickets are £8.00 on the door, and the entrance will be at
the front of the Hoyle building (Reception).
Speakers
Barrie Jones: „The Seach for Extra-Terrestrial Life‟
Nik Szymanek: „Photographing the Night Sky‟
Andy Fabian: „The Power of Black Holes‟
Somak Raychaudhury: „Einstein's Outrageous Legacy Black Holes, Cosmic Illusions and Dark Energy‟
Provisional Programme
8.30am Doors open for traders
9.00am Doors open to public
9.50am Introductory remarks from FAS President, Callum
Potter.
10.00am Prof. Andy Fabian, University of Cambridge,
presents „The Power of Black Holes‟
11.00am Nik Szymanek, Open University, talks about
„Photographing the Night Sky‟ and includes an 8min film.
11.50am Lunch
International Year of Astronomy — Breakout
FAS Imaging Competition Display (Lecture Theatre)
Telescope Tours (historic telescopes/observatories)
‘Legendary’ FAS Raffle
1:45pm AGM
2:30pm Prof. Barrie Jones (OU) 'The Search for ExtraTerrestrial Life'
3:30pm Tea and Coffee Break
4.00pm Imaging Competition Result, Raffle, Eric Zucker
Award
4:15 Dr. Somak Raychaudhury, Birmingham University,
presents „Einstein's Outrageous Legacy: Black Holes,
Cosmic Illusions, and Dark Energy‟
5:15pm FAS President: Closing Remarks
Traders and Displays
Just some of the noteworthy Traders and Displays will
include the Society for Popular Astronomy (SPA), Society
for History of Astronomy, Widescreen Centre, Green
Witch, Cambridge University Press, AWR Technology,
Nik Szymanek Photography, and of course, the British
Astronomical Association.
Further information and details can be found on the FAS
website — www.fedastro.org.uk
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Society News cont’d...
University of Birmingham
Space Day
The University of Birmingham presents Space Day. An
outreach event that’s free for all, taking place at The
Poynting Physics Building on Saturday October 4 th 2008.
Forty Two. That was the answer to Life, the Universe and
Everything proposed by Deep Thought in Douglas Adams'
book The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy, but how much
of the ultimate answer does the Universe actually contribute?
Whilst astronomers at the University of Birmingham are
unlikely to be able to find the answer to that particular
question, they do at least promise to answer many other
more day-to-day questions, such as How does a telescope
work? What can I look at in the sky tonight? And how did
NASA get their Rovers safely onto Mars?
This event, aimed at all ages of the general public, will
feature talks by researchers from the School of Physics
and Astronomy, including Dr. William Chaplin on the
„Music of the Sun‟ and Dr. Somak Raychaudhury on
„Einstein's Outrageous Legacy: Black Holes, Cosmic Illusions and Dark Energy‟ [in case you missed it at the FAS
AGM/Convention—Ed], as well as Interactive Workshops
which tackle Telescope Making, Air Rocket Creation and
Launching, and even Making Mars Rovers out of little
more than cardboard and sellotape! Other activities include a tour of the night sky in a mobile planetarium, a
tour of the department's Astronomical and Space Laboratory facilities, a chance to see how many cosmic rays pass
through you every second, and a raffle — all are planned
for the day.
Space Day is currently planned to run from 10:00am to
5:15pm and entrance for all activities are free. Due to limits on numbers however, certain workshops will be on a
first-come first-served basis only.
Further information and more details can be found on
their website: www.talkandtelescope.org.uk/spaceday

Portal to the Universe
An IYA Project
Unless you’ve been hiding under a very large rock of late,
it won’t have escaped your attention that 2009 has been
cited as The International Year of Astronomy, and as part
of this event, The Portal to the Universe (PTTU) website
seeks to become a one-stop shop for finding astronomy
content online, be it news, blogs, podcasts, image feeds, or
astronomy-related widgets.
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It’s hoped this will prove a showcase for content from the
community and more details can be found by going to
www.astronomy2009.org, and following the links from
there.
Set to go into beta-testing on December 1, 2008 — to
make that launch a success they are working hard to index
all blogs podcasts, videocasts, image feeds, etc. as well as
other new media content as appropriate. Anybody with
stuff they’d like to see included in the beta release of
PTTU is invited to contact Dr. Pamela L. Gay using the
email address: pamela@starstryder.com with the following details:
To appear on PTTU they need:
Site Name: ________
URL: ________
RSS Feed: ________
The byline is: ________
Tagline (1-sentence description is): ________
This site is [Clean] [Explicit] [Somewhere in between]
For office use only The correct contact person is: ________
The correct contact email is: ________
Also planned is a kind of Yellow Pages of Astronomy,
including all Astro-community participants, from machinists building mounts to artists creating space- related jewellery, and all the observatories, vendors, and science centres in between. If you would like to be notified when
online forms are available, or to sign up for the directory,
please also use Pam’s email address as above.

YAS Star Parties
On The Move?
The most recent YAS Committee Meeting has agreed to
have all out-of-town Star Parties at Sutton Bank for the
remainder of this year and 2009 (IYA). The proposed
dates are as follows, although negotiations with National
Park need to be completed first...
2008: Saturdays Oct 25th and Nov 29th. And for 2009:
Jan 18th, Apr 5th, Oct 26th and Dec 13th (all Saturdays)
These dates have been picked due to the potential of a
crescent Moon, allowing both Moon and Stars to be well
observed for the evening, weather permitting of course.
Anybody who would like to comment on these dates is
urged to get in touch asap because Martin Whillock will
start talking to the National Park about them shortly.
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Observatory Update
Martin Whillock
The development of the ‗Obs‘ had
nearly stopped after the construction of the track for wet conditions,
so the Committee decided to promote Second Saturday of the Month
Working Parties. We started in May
and many jobs-to-do have been
ticked off.
The concrete pad is nearly clear of
grass and mud, and is looking much
better — 90% of the broken glass
and sharp bits of metal have gone.
The electric power supply issue has
been resolved. We did not want to
use the generator if we could avoid
it, because of the noise. So we now
have a solar panel charging batteries for lighting, telescopes and computers. The generator is still available for power tools when needed.
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The small container is now the store
for tools and materials, leaving the
main container for telescopes, etc.
The library has been overhauled and
a lot of surplus magazines scrapped.
The drift alignment mechanism for
the 12" Meade was finished and is
ready for adjustment this winter.
Still to-do includes rebuilding the TRex telescope, and waterproofing
the roofs.
MANY THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO
HAS BEEN INVOLVED!
The Obs is now a very pleasant place
to be, for both Astronomy and a
good natter!
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Coming Up
A quick round up of forthcoming YAS events...
Taken directly from the YAS website, www.yorkastro.co.uk, herein lie the details of
some up and coming events for you to note in your diaries...
September 19th 2008 — 8pm, Friday, Priory St.

‘Everything you wanted to know about your Telescope, but were afraid to ask‘
By Dr Jurgen Schmoll — Durham University, preceeded by the York AS AGM
We are very pleased to welcome Dr Jurgen Schmoll from Durham University to speak to us tonight. Jurgen has a very informative, and in places
amusing talk for us tonight, which will both enlighten and entertain. What are
the real differences between different types of telescopes in terms of performance and use, and how can we get the best out of our optical instruments? Come along and find out all the answers.
It's that time of year again where a new Committee is elected for the York
Astronomical Society. Come and hear the reports of the last 12 months from
the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, and vote for next year's YAS committee. Provided you are a YAS member, you can even stand for one of the
posts yourself. Don't be shy, new blood is always needed to keep the committee fresh and forward looking.
The AGM should only last 20 minutes, and will precede the evening's talk.
October 3rd 2008 — 8pm, Friday, Priory St.

‘The Thomas Wright Trophy — Astronomy Quiz night‘
York AS is proud to be hosting the Thoms Wright Trophy this year and teams of 3 people from Durham AS, York AS and Cleveland & Darlington AS will be taking part to win this highly coveted trophy.
The Quiz Master this year will once again be Neil Haggath from Durham, who will no doubt keep up his
excellent questioning skills with interesting, but not too difficult questions, and the famous ‗picture‘
round too.
It's a great evening which is always very enjoyable, and it's just like being at a real TV quiz show. So
come along and bring your friends and family and see how many of the answers you know, and learn all
the ones you didn't know.
If you want to be on the York AS team, just have a word with the YAS Chairman at one of our meetings, and ask about being included.
October 8th 2008 — 7pm-9pm, Wednesday, Knavesmire.

YAS Free Public Star Party on the Knavesmire.
From 7pm till late, weather permitting.
We will be there, even if it rains, for at least half an hour for a chat. Observe through our telescopes, or feel free to bring you own along for help
and advice if needed. Objects on show should include the Moon, some planets, star clusters, and galaxies.
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October 17th 2008 — 8pm, Friday, Priory St.
‘Universe, part II‘

By Paul Money — (as read in "The Sky at Night" magazine).
Our second visit of 2008 from our good friend Paul Money. Paul will be talking
about the Universe, and all it entails. For those of you who have not been to one of
Paul's talks before, they are not to be missed. His blend of exuberance, enthusiasm,
and occasional loud humorous eruptions is unforgettable. For those who have been to
one of Paul's talks before, I expect you have no intentions of missing this one.
November 5th 2008 — 7pm-9pm, Wednesday, Knavesmire.

YAS Free Public Star Party on the Knavesmire.
From 7pm till late, weather permitting.
We will be there, even if it rains, for at least half an hour for a chat. Observe through
our telescopes, or feel free to bring you own along for help and advice if needed.
Objects on show should include the Moon, some planets, star clusters, and galaxies.
November 7th 2008 — 8pm, Friday, Priory St.

‘Exo-planets and Brown Dwarfs‘
By Sam George — Birmingham University and Birmingham AS.
Anyone who would wear a Spiderman shirt has to be a great astronomer, and Samuel has been known to in the past. He also once received a Certificate of Achievement,
so with all these accomplishments behind him, what better way to top them than to
come and speak at the York AS?
Sam has this to say about himself : I am a final year postgraduate student at the
University of Birmingham and my main interest of research is Exo-planets and Brown
Dwarfs. I am particularly interested in their radio emission. For exo-planets, not one
has been detected (currently) at radio wavelengths and is an interesting challenge —
there is lots of interference in low frequency radio observations. I am also interested in public engagement in
astronomy and am Secretary of the Federation of Astronomical Societies.
We are very pleased to be welcoming Sam tonight to talk to us about the topic of Exo-planets and Brown
Dwarfs. What are they? How do we locate them, and what can we learn from them? Come along to this talk to
find out the answers to these and other important questions.
If we are really lucky, the Spiderman shirt may get another outing :-).
November 21st 2008 — 8pm, Friday, Priory St.

‘Current Software for Astronomy‘
By Tony Scaife — East Riding Astronomers.
This talk will be about some of the best and most useful software available for use in the area of Astronomy. What is out there, and how can we make the best use of it?
For those of us who do have access to a computer, this talk should be most illuminating and educational.
Even if you don't have a computer of your own, come along and see what you could be doing if you did!
December 3rd 2008 — 7pm-9pm, Wednesday, Knavesmire.

YAS Free Public Star Party on the Knavesmire.
From 7pm till late, weather permitting.
We will be there, even if it rains, for at least half an hour for a chat. Observe through our telescopes, or feel
free to bring you own along for help and advice if needed. Objects on show should include the Moon, some
planets, star clusters, galaxies.
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Paul Buglass in classic ‗where‘s my pint?‘ pose.... So this is what Sutton Bank Star Parties are all
about is it? Note that Martin Whillock‘s geography is always top-notch...

December 5th 2008 — 8pm, Friday, Priory St.

‘Coronal Conundra and Prominence Puzzles‘
By Dr Colin Steel — Manchester University
Whilst the 'main business' of star energy (i.e. the production of) takes place in
the core there are many interesting processes taking place in the outer layers and
atmospheres. The Sun has three layers of atmosphere known as the photosphere,
chromosphere and corona. This talk will give a general introduction to the Sun
and will then feature some of the phenomena in the atmospheres including the
appearance of the corona at eclipses, sunspots, prominences, coronal loops and
solar flares. In addition, the Sun influences events in the Earth's atmosphere and the talk will conclude with
a description of some of these.
December 19th 2008 - 8pm, Friday, Priory St.

‘Christmas Meeting‘ — All welcome.
In-House talks, presentations, entertaining astronomy videos and the YAS
Christmas meal. Always a popular event so please come along and if you feel
like eating, be ready to pop out to a nearby restaurant after the meeting for an
enjoyable meal and good chat :-)
The eating part is optional, so please do still come along and enjoy the
presentations even if you won't be partaking of the food afterwards.
This is a fun and enjoyable evening and is a good chance to have a chat for
a change and talk about astronomy matters and interests, etc. We might have
some practical demonstrations, and other bits and bobs too. If you have anything you would like to present, don't be shy, give it a go, just let the Chairman or Secretary know, and they'll fit you into the evening's running order.
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You‟ve no doubt heard the expression:

“Resistance is futile”...
Here‟s a charming tale that
makes it quite clear,

“Persistence isn‟t”...

with thanks to Paul Buglass for unearthing it!
I've been trying to catch sight of this little chunk
of history ever since I found out it was still up
there... My quest led me to scavenger hunt for everything still in orbit from the 1950's, and resulted in
a number of rather dry posts in this group. My earliest attempt I can find with a quick scan of my log
was a try with 11x80 binoculars on April 24th 2002,
which resulted in the first of a string of failed attempts. I spotted the launch rocket some time back,
but I still wanted that satellite...
Vanguard 1 was launched on March 17th 1958. I
was a satellite-obsessed eight year old. I can still
remember Khrueshchev derisively referring to it as a
‗grapefruit‘, which wasn't all that far off due to the
fact that it was only 6 inches in diameter. I can also
remember learning in school, (probably from the
Weekly Reader) how it had discovered that the
Earth was slightly "pear shaped". Big stuff for those
days... It was the world's fourth satellite successfully launched, and it's now the oldest still in orbit.
There are a lot of photographs online of Vanguard 1, but I chose instead these artistic renditions
from my copy of Walt Disney's MAN in SPACE

SATELLITES (Dell, 10 cents) copyright 1958.

The first [see top] is off the cover, showing it's
little six inch antenna-sprouting sphere studded with
little solar panels...

After setting up my old C8 at the bottom of the
hill by my house, I located the field the satellite was
predicted to pass through, set my shortwave radio
on a time signal, and waited for 10:11:16 when the
satellite would pass through my field of view. I held
the position, slowly turning the right ascension
knob... I cranked up the power a couple of clicks on
my turret, going up to my 18mm eyepiece... I've
never gone that high (111x) looking for a satellite
before, but I wanted to darken the sky a bit, and I
figured I must be pretty well aimed for this thing...
Then, a few seconds before 10:11, I flipped off my
red monogoggle, put my somewhat dark adapted
eye over the eyepiece, and counted the radio
beeps...
BINGO! At precisely 10:11:16 an easy dot drifted
rapidly across my field of view! A 6 inch metal
sphere had drifted roughly 1000 miles (1600 kilometers) over northern Louisiana, a little over 500 miles
south of my house in west central Iowa! Right on
the old bazoo, as one of the Mercury astronauts
once referred to his landing!
I was eight years old when this dinky little ball
first captured my rapt attention. Now, I'm 58 and it
did it again...
— Marty

The other jumps thirty years into the future, all
the way to 1983, showing a young HAM radio enthusiast listening to the radio signal of Vanguard 1...
(which actually fell silent long before that).
Tonight, Heavens Above predicted a 10.9 magnitude pass through Aquila. Sorta dimmish, but fairly
bright for Vanguard 1. It's path would take it past
some easy to find stars, the night was clear and
cool, and although I didn't have my hopes up, I
printed off the chart, double checked the field in the
Uranometria 2000, and put on my red monogoggle
to at least somewhat dark adapt my right eye.
Posted on the Sci.Astro.Amateur internet news group, from a chap called Marty who lives in Louisiana, USA.
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Autographica 12
Pssst, come here, I have a confession to
make, I have been bitten by the bug, the bug of
collecting autographs. Yeh, I know, sad ain‘t it?
But hey, someone I know spends over £2000
on cigarettes a year, and other people have
dogs and they even collect ‗brown sticky stuff‘
in bags! Ya, they pick it up off pavements too...
Now who‘s sad…
I have been three times now (blame Ian
Reagan) to these Autograph shews and I must
say they are very good, well I would say that
wouldn‘t I? Let me try and give you a feel for
these events.
In April 2008 Autographica 12 was held at
the Birmingham Hilton Metropol near the NEC
Birmingham. An easy jaunt in the red Skoda,
Ken Willoughby and two of his cohorts talked
me into taking them. So, at the appointed time
I picked them up at their Observatory at Carlton
near Pontefract, and off we went, Paul sat up
front, just as well since he knew the way.
Jim McDivitt

Soon we were there, perhaps too soon as we
queued for ages waiting for the doors to open.
Straight away as soon as we were allowed
in, we got to meet Jim McDivitt, Gemini 4 and
Apollo 9, this gentleman probably took some of
the most iconic pictures in the history of spaceflight; remember Ed White‘s spacewalk of 1965?
That was Mr McDivitt‘s photograph; he was the
commander and took those pictures while Ed
White was outside Gemini 4. He signed my Big
Blue Book and we shook hands, Paul asked him
what his favourite aeroplane was and he replied
that the Lockheed F-104 Starfighter was his favourite ‘as it was faster than the bullets it‘s gun
fired!‘ Rumour on the Showmaster forum (the
people who organise these events) was that Jim
McDivitt does not like travelling and being away
from home, bit ironic really, being a Gemini and
Apollo veteran. Guess I‘m in good company
then!
Next we met Dave Scott - Gemini 8, Apollo 9,
and Apollo 15. Both he and Jim McDivitt flew on
Apollo 9 together in May 1969. While he signed
our books Ken asked him if he would consider
visiting Yorkshire to give a lecture but he declined, but Ken is working on it. Meanwhile Paul
asked him what his favourite aeroplane was and
straight away he said ‘North American F-86 Sabre‘. I smiled and said, ‘So you‘re a North
American man?‘. He replied, ‘but of course!‘ and
we shook hands while I recounted Buzz Aldrin‘s
comment about his liking for the Sabre.
We left these two and noticed Tony Curtis
was sat next to them signing people‘s books,
etc. I realised he had a queue of only 20-30
people, while Jim McDivitt and Dave Scott‘s
queue must have totalled 100+, I guess that
shews you how popular these astronauts are.
One gentleman made love to Marilyn Monroe,
and yet to go into space AND fly Apollo rates
much higher I guess, and quite rightly so!
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Alexei Leonov takes a moment to pose with ‗the lads‘...

Next up was Alexei Leonov, does he need
ANY introduction? The first man to make a
space walk, he identified The Late Great Yuri
Gagarin‘s body after he was killed, he lived next
door to Sergei Korolev, he knew all the great
people of Soviet spaceflight, took part in the
first US/Soviet spaceflight, and has had more
adventures to fill a lifetime then probably anyone alive.

Dave Scott

He signed our books and things and we had
a laugh with his translator. I guess we had to
translate Yorkshire to English so she could
translate to Russian! We had a good laugh with
Alexei and took pictures. When we turned to go
we noticed his queue was long as well.
We also met other people that day, two Spitfire pilots, a U-Boat radio operator and a member of the 12thh SS Panzer Division from WW2,
but I guess we are going off topic here! Well
worth the effort of saving hard and planning,
will I be going again in October? You bet your
sweet ass I am!*
Additional Notes and References
* ‟You bet your Sweet Ass I am!‟ was a joke between the first American astronauts. It was an answer to the question, ‗Are you a turtle today?‘ and
no matter where you are, you must answer with:
‗You bet your Sweet Ass I am!‘.

Algol 73

While eating our picnic Paul, Andy and I were
discussing Kenny Everett. Poor Ken got his words
mixed up when he said ‗Alexei Everett?‘ I stared and
said ‗WHO?‘ , and Paul and Andy realising what Ken
said started laughing, ‗Who‘s Alexei Everett? Now
remind me what mission did he fly on Ken?‘ was the
tag-line of the day!
http://www.autographica.co.uk/index.htm
http://showmastersonline.com/forums
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From the archives...
By Martin Dawson

Huddersfield Astronomical and Philosophical Society (HAPS) held a convention of the Yorkshire Group
of Astronomical Societies on September 19, 1978. Present were Batley and Spenborough AS, Harrogate AS,
Leeds AS, West Yorkshire AS (WYAS) and YORK!
WYAS gave a presentation Binary Stars’ using – now get this – ‘…superb graphics of an Einstein Computer’ way back some 20 years ago!
One of our members, Mr. Olav Wilde, presented ‘Guided Astrophotography’ and shewed some excellent
slides of Comet Halley and the Milky Way taken with a 35mm camera and home-brewed driven scotch
mount, remember them?
Some of the people I can identify in this photo are:
Front row: 3rd left is Liz Sutton, 4th left Peter Lunn, both members of the WYAS.
Middle row: 2nd left is Paul Harper (HAPS). 3rd left Steve Cooper, then Steve Cuthbert, Olav Wilde and
Simon Howard – all YAS members of some note.
Standing at the back right: 3rd from right is Tony Higgins of the Leeds AS.
The YAS had some great times both observing and socializing at the Amateur Astronomy Centre near
Todmorden with these fellow astronomers. Pete Lunn and Tony Higgins have presented papers to the YAS
many a time over the years. Liz Sutton sadly passed away some time ago but Liz and her husband, Trevor,
did a lot of work for the West Yorkshire Astronomical Society.
Reference and inspiration from Astronomy Now, Vol 1 No, 5, 1987 December, page 34, magazine
held in YAS Library.
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2007 December 14, Friday
Had IC John Lockett on Radio York at the unearthly hour of 07:10! Fielding stupid
questions, he did A-ok, well done John for holding up under such adverse conditions!
2007 December 15, Saturday
Out-of-Town Star Party at Sutton Bank, North Riding of Yorkshire. Well, we were
up for it but the weather had other thoughts! Paul Buglass and I collected the Meade
LXD-200 GPS 12-in from the Instrument Cell at the Rufforth Observatory and
headed off for Sutton Bank via Martin Whillock’s Observatory. Martin’s Observatory is an excellent piece of work. I for one want it recording that I was most impressed, it has a small workshop on one side and utilises a run-of-roof, stay tuned to
this story! Next, we arrived at the Visitor Centre at Sutton Bank and set up our stall
inside as the sky was cloudy. We started with shewing some children the Meade, I
think they were very impressed, but ten minutes after Paul had started his little talk
the Meade’s GPS detected several satellites and started moving – on its own! The
look on the children’s faces was a picture! All-in-all a great night out with some 40
people attending.
2007 December 22, Saturday
Recently I have been asked by the Yorkshire Museum to help open up the York Observatory in the Museum Gardens. A lot of people have complained that the old observatory is never open so to help rectify this sorry situation it is now open on several occasions throughout the year. The fourth Saturday of each month will see Pam,
John and myself shewing people around the observatory and the 4-in Cooke refractor. This month we had 145 people visit.
2008 January 04, Friday, Meeting No. 772 — 25 Attendees
YAS Chairman John Lockett presented ‘A Physicians Guide to Stellar Evolution or
should that be Astrophysician?’ John talked about one of his interests in astronomy
– the formation and life of stars.
2008 January 09, Wednesday, Knavesmire
A cold blustery night saw a few of us tip up at the Knavesmire Site but not for long!
2008 January 12, Saturday
The YAS held an ‘Out-of-Town’ star party at Crayke and a jolly good time and
laugh was had by all. Paul used his Ford Galaxy to help move the Meade LXD-200
GPS 12-in and I rode shotgun with him. Although the sky was uncooperative (Dr.
Spode again) we did manage a glimpse at the moon.
2008 January 18, Meeting No.773 — 33 Attendees
Martin Lunn presented his paper to the YAS, ‘Viking Astronomy’. In his words, he
knows nothing about Viking Astronomy and no-one else does either!
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Astronomer’s Diary

For some years Algol had a regular listing of what we as a
society got up too. The Head-Hitter and others have asked
me to compile our adventures again and so it’s with great
fanfare I present to you the return of Astronomer’s Diary.
Remember it’s not just me but you as well, so let me know
what you have been getting up to astronomy-wise.

by
Martin
Dawson
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2008 January 19, Saturday
The YAS visited Jodrell Bank, I never went but from all accounts it seems you all
had a good time.
2008 January 26, Saturday
Opened the Museum Gardens York Observatory again – had 108 visitors. One
young lady and her parents had visited us before at Crayke.
2008 February 01, Meeting No.774 — 28 Attendees
Dr. Pete Edwards talked to the society ‘The Large Hadron Collider’ I’ll share a secret with you, this kind of astronomy, you know cosmology and anything beyond
the 9th planet Pluto, stuff about the universe... well, it bores me, you know where my
interests lie. This talk was brilliant however, Dr Edwards talked for some 1½ hours
and requested questions during his presentation – he fielded some brilliant questions
from you lot and I for one enjoyed it, just shews how wrong one can be!
2008 February 04, Monday
At the request of Clifton Girl Guides, Andy Lawson and myself gave a little presentation about the night sky. We started off with a slideshow, a simple quiz and then
with the sky beautifully clear we took them on a tour of the night sky. Andy brought
along his Seban SCT, while the YAS provided a ‘steam-powered’ slide projector!
2008 February 13, Wednesday
YAS Star-Party on the Knavesmire Road. Ugghh, what a cold mucky night! Mark
Allott, 2IC Jim ‘Bob’ Webster and I tipped up, we met three people who have recently bought telescopes. One gentleman, Richard from Leeds had a Meade 8-in that
was a bit uncooperative to say the least, and a Meade ETX90 with which we did
manage a peek at the moon through scudding clouds. I must say it was a laugh riding shotgun with Jim-Bob in his Merc 4x4 Panzerwagon!
2008 February 15-16, Meeting No.775 — 36 Attendees
This evening saw the return – again – of the ever popular Mr Paul Money with
‘Location Leo’. Two lectures in one really as Paul demonstrated his new found love
of some computer program, ‘Stellarium’, when he superimposed his own images it
did look very effective. Paul did comment that the Anglo-Australian Telescope
website charge for hi-resolution pictures while the Isaac Newton and Keck are free,
perhaps have a look? 2IC Vice-Chairman Jim ‘Bob’ Webster held fort while IC John
Lockett was elsewhere. Richard from Leeds came down with his Meade 8-in in the
hope that he could get the Autostar working with the collective help of our
‘Experten’ but to no avail. But after the meeting some nine of us went to the Rufforth Observatory. Equipment used was one of the 10-in Dobbin’s, the Meade LXD200 GPS 12-in and Richard and his Meade 8-in. Richard used a laptop and webcam
to capture some images of both the Moon and Saturn. We wrapped up around 01:30
on the Saturday morning.
2008 February 16-17, Saturday/Sunday
This weekend was exceptionally cold – in fact very very cold, this being a family
magazine I am refrained from using my usual day-to-day language! But I guess the
following comments from the YAS Yahoo site may shew how cold: Sunday, February 17, 2008 21:15 Hi All, Last night (Saturday night 16th) was very cold. This afternoon I popped into my observatory and checked the thermometer display which
has a max/min memory. It had recorded -10.4 C! Wow! I knew it was cold last night,
but I didn't expect it to have been that cold. I wonder if it will be lower tonight? It
was down to -4.5 C at 8pm tonight (Sunday), and still falling. Paul Buglass. On 18
February 2008, Paul Mackay replied My car thermometer recorded - 8C this morning at 06:15.
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2008 February 19, Tuesday, York University, Physics Dept
Paul Money presented a free lecture "Wonders of the Solar System". Guess that Paul
could not get enough of York?

2008 March 7, Friday, Meeting No. 776 — 51 Attendees
‘Member’s Night’ one of the best nights in years, the room was packed full. First up
was Paul Buglass with a report from one of his recent observation sessions. He
shewed some very nice pictures he had taken using his new telescope in it’s new
home. Mark Dowson and Mark Allott discussed two computer programs that help
the astronomer with planning his/her evening for example. Next up was Phil Shepherdson who shewed off the Newell refractor that was built by T. Cooke and Sons
during the 1860s in York. He has followed the telescope’s recent refurbishment at its
present site near Athens, Greece. This presentation tied in nicely with the last. ‘Glass
Shop Chuckles’ by Martin Dawson who took us through the glass shop at Vickers
Instruments in the 1960s-70s. Vickers Instruments were the successors to T. Cooke
and Sons. Although when he was there they never made telescopes, the manufacture
of optical components for military sights, microscope and theodolites are very much
the same.
2008 March 12, Wednesday, Knavesmire
I missed this event as I was a bit busy, so I’ll let Paul Buglass’ account from his
email the following evening explain what happened… ”Rain stopped at about 7:15,
and it was only the gusty wind we had to contend with after that. We didn't risk any
big scopes, but Mike Pringle had his 25 x 100 binos and I had my little 80mm scope
setup. Had about 12 or so visitors, including 3 families and we were able to shew
them the Moon, Saturn, Orion nebula, Double Cluster and the Andromeda galaxy.
Scopes were shaking in the wind sometimes, but between the clouds the sky was nice
and transparent. John R and I dropped some stuff off at the Observatory afterwards
and the sky was nice and dark there. We had a quick look at the Orion Nebula and
then the cold wind was enough.”
2008 March 15, Saturday, Sutton Bank
‘YAS Out-of-Town’ public star party. Unfortunately the evil Dr. Spode had other
ideas about the weather. So, Paul Buglass presented his introduction to astronomy
for the public who attended. We had the Meade LXD-200 GPS 12-in, Andy Lawson
had his Meade LXD-90 GPS 8-inch, I had my Orion 10x70 bino’s while a gentleman who had been in contact with Martin Whillock had a 4½–inch Skywatcher and
wanted some help, which we duly gave. IC John Lockett, and Mark Allott were also
there helping. YAS Yahoo site Message No. 2196: Thanks to everyone who turned
up at Sutton Bank on Saturday. Another cloud out unfortunately. Paul did another
star turn with a presentation — a career in broadcasting surely beckons?

Astronomer’s Diary

2008 February 24, Saturday
Opened The York Observatory, had 120 visitors a number of whom took with them
some YAS handouts.

2008 March 30, Carlton Community High School
Buzz Aldrin talk, please see article elsewhere in this issue.
2008 April 04, Friday, Meeting No. 777 — 39 Attendees
‘The Solar Opacity and Effect of the Sun’s Output’ presented by Dr. Greg Tallents
of York University. Discussed the structure of the Sun, it’s processes, mass, constituents and radiation output. I must admit to finding this talk hard going, the Sun is
not my field but heavy deep subjects like this would put me off. I do realise though
that other people are interested, guess that makes astronomy the hobby it is.

Algol 73
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2008 April 06, Sunday
The first attempt at observing a new moon, Qamar Uddin brought some of his
friends down to the Observatory while John Lockett, Martin Whillock and myself
entertained them. Unfortunately the weather thought otherwise, but it was a successful evening and one we will repeat again. The Meade LXD-200 GPS helped as once
set up it pointed in the direction of the new moon and according to Qamar’s calculations the Meade was not far out, if any. We found the whole aspect of Muslim astronomy both very interesting and an eye-opener – I can’t wait until we find a very
young new moon!
2008 April 18, Friday, Meeting No. 778 — 33 Attendees
‘Astronomical Temples of Malta’ by Martin Morgan-Taylor. Martin, a former member of this Society in the 1980s, gave a very interesting lecture about ancient temples
in Malta. He could do a great job for the Malta Tourist board! This talk complimented Martin Lunn’s ‘Viking Astronomy’ from earlier this year. On a personal
note, it was nice to see Martin again and catch up on what he’s been doing.
2008 April 19, Autographica 12
Please see report elsewhere in this issue.
2008 April 26, Saturday
Opened the Museum Gardens Observatory, had about 120 visitors. On a personal
note, one gentlemen said he knew me from Vickers Instruments, he was an optical
designer, he said he helped design one of the night sights I look after at work, quite
nice that, meeting some one who designed some thing I work with…
2008 May 02, Friday, Meeting No. 779 — 25 Attendees
Member’s Night. Paul B had a great presentation about Kielder’s new observatory.
He even shewed some TV footage with him on telly! Paul also told us what Martin
Whipp is up to in Australia, sounds like he’s enjoying himself and seeing some great
stuff. Qamar presented ‘Muslim Astronomy’ and explained about new moons and
how a new moon is used to determine the start of Muslim months, I for one found
this fascinating. Me next, ‘Astronauts Autographs’ — I discussed what to look for
and how to collect autographs of astronauts and cosmonauts plus shewed some pictures of the people we have met. Martin Whillock shewed us photos of his observatory and what fine work he has accomplished there too!
2008 May 05, Monday
Our second attempt at spotting a new moon for Qamar and his friends, but again the
weather spoilt things, but once again we had a great time.
2008 May 06, Tuesday
Several of us independently found Mercury... well Paul B did, and told everyone on
the YAS Yahoo site, thank you Paul for the heads up!
2008 May 09, Friday, The 5th Observatory, Rufforth
Glen, Richard, Paul B, Andy Lawson and I arrived for an evening’s observations,
unfortunately the weather had other ideas but we saw an owl hunting!
2008 May 10, Saturday, The 5th Observatory, Rufforth
Martin Whillock made the following notes: „A good morning‟s work today, the first
Second Saturday of the Month, put them in your diary! Martin Dawson cladded part
of the stairway to heaven. Martin Whillock got the Meade pillar ready for drift
alignment by adding three screws. An allan key has been put on a shelf nearby with
the 3 Meade base screws - just nip 'em up for use. John L, Glen & Dave (?) & Richard Edwards did a great job clearing part of the concrete. John L got green paint on
his hands again.‟ — Martin W
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...we had a chance to see Saturn and it’s
moons, as stunning as always... everyone
agreed it had been worth it after seeing
Mercury and Saturn. First time I'd seen
Mercury... I was well chuffed...
2008 May 15, Thursday, Rowntree Building (York University)
There was a lecture about Ibn Haitham (Alhazen), the founder of modern scientific
methods by Professor Mohamed El-Gomati, Department of Electronics. Abu Ali AlHasan Ibn Haitham, known in the West by his Latin-ised name, Alhazen, was born
in Basra, Iraq in 960 AD. In developing the practice of testing a hypothesis by experiment, he endured imprisonment and the loss of his possessions. His theories on
optics and light kick-started modern optics in the West. I am sorry to have missed
this, it sounded very interesting, having worked in optics (on and off) for some 30+
years I guess I owe Ibn Haitham a lot…

Astronomer’s Diary

2008 May 14, Wednesday
The evening started with Mark Allott and I setting up our telescopes, and as they
were being assembled a few people joined us. Race Go'ers! Soon, Angela arrived
with her Coronado's, Glen with his Skywatcher, and his friend Dave with his son.
Mark Dowson also brought his telescope and Qamar had the YAS 4-in.
We were joined by lots of guests. One gentleman with a Bentley tipped up, 'Can I
join you? I’m bored!' First targets were close to home, a clock on the cheap stand
tower on the race course and the William Hill blimp. We started with the moon
while Angela shewed us a solar prominence. Then we stood around talking
(watching John R on his Suzuki Bandit was one highlight!) and shewing people how
to take pictures of the moon with their mobile phones, guess they took a piece of
moon away with them to shew their friends. Qamar had some great success with his
digital camera and was suitably chuffed to bits! Mark A and I hunted for Mercury
using binoculars and the Telrad on my telescope, I guess there may be some dispute
as to who found Mercury first... but soon we had a small crescent in the telescope...
As well as views of Mars and Saturn, we had the solar system covered from the surface of the sun to the rings of Saturn. James Barwell commented: „You missed a
great evening John! We got Mercury thanks to Mark A's eagle eyes and then Martin
got his telescope on it. We'd had to hang around for quite a while to see it (maybe
9:50pm?) so we had a chance to see Saturn and it‟s moons in the meantime, as stunning as always. Weather held up throughout with only a few wispy clouds. We had
quite an enthusiastic crowd as well - maybe about 10 people staying most of the evening with us and some saying they'd come along Friday. Very brave of them to stick
it out I thought as it was pretty cold after sunset, but I think everyone agreed it had
been worth it after seeing Mercury and Saturn. First time I'd seen Mercury so I was
well chuffed.‟ — James Barwell.

2008 May 16 Meeting No. 780 — 57 Attendees
Dr Allan Chapman presented ‘Lady Astronomers’ – this fixture we share with Harrogate AS is a highlight in the year. Dr Chapman gave an excellent talk taking us
through the lives of Elisabeth Hevelius, Margaret Flamsteed, Caroline Herschel and
Mary Somerville (I think I would have liked to have met her, she swore like a soldier!). Also, Agnes and Mary Ellen Clarke, and Margaret Huggins from Ireland. A
long talk but fascinating both in its subject and delivery. What’s next Dr. Chapman?
See you in Harrogate next year!
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2008 June 06, Friday, Meeting No. 781 — 35 Attendees
Dr. John Davies ‘The Next Big Thing in Astronomy’. Dr. Davis, who came from
Edinburgh University, discussed the big questions, the search for Earthlike planets
and the origin of the universe, the first galaxies and stars. One thing I noticed was
the cost and lengthy time-line for the search to these answers with some amazing kit,
time will tell one day…
2008 June 14, Saturday, The 5th Observatory, Rufforth
Several members went to the Observatory to do some work, unfortunately I missed
it but I visited in the evening and noted that a lot of weeds and moss had been
cleared from the pad, due thanks to Glen and Dave.
Friday 2008 June 20, Friday, Meeting No. 782 — 36 Attendees
Tom Boles discussed ‘Discovering Supernovae: Motivation and Reward’. Tom has
been to the Society before and to see his talks is always a pleasure. Novae are not
my thing but I found this talk interesting nonetheless. But Tom, perhaps a few less
graphs and more dramatic pictures of novae next time?
2008 June 20-21, Friday/Saturday, The 5th Observatory, Rufforth
After the meeting of the 2008 June 20 the following convened at the Observatory:
Glen Berry, Richard, Paul B, Martin Whillock, Harry Kilmartin and his mother, Neil
and Martin D. Also visiting was Keith, the Gliding Club Chairman. We started at
22:00 and the first job was to change out the collimation screws on the Mk1a 10inch Dobsonian. Glen had a laser collimator and we did a `rough' collimation and
soon had the Mk1a working, first on a setting Saturn low in the west, then on Jupiter
low to the south. I had originally intended to align the Mk1a's Telrad using a light
located at the Gliding Club when I noticed a very low star; I was surprised to note it
was Jupiter. Seeing so low down was poor as could be expected, but Jupiter's four
Galilean moons were well placed. The Meade LXD-200 12-in was set up but not
without a few alignment problems. Glen had his telescope out, thus making it a
harem of three large telescopes.
Although it was the summer solstice and when the idea was mooted at the meeting earlier in the evening some members questioned the point of observing. Perhaps
the following should be of interest: way to the north as the sun set, a thin band of
yellow and red light could be seen along the horizon, this was against the silhouette
of the Howardian Hills and Bilsdale television mast, always a great target for optics.
The weather was very kind with a few thin wispy clouds and no wind. The whole
sky was clear, if with a deep blue to the north and black to the south – until a
(nearly) full moon rose! The aforementioned Saturn, Jupiter and the moon were observed as well as a few faint deep sky objects.
Richard contributed the following… „Deep sky objects that were observed were
M57 Ring Nebula, faint but myself and Paul B both saw it and also M13, the great
globular cluster in Hercules, once again witnessed by myself, Paul B and Glen; and
very obvious. I tried my luck with M81/M82 but the sky to the north was just too
bright and I couldn't get them. Paul B tried to get a view of the double cluster below
Cassiopeia, but we couldn't decide if we had it or not :o) All of the above were spotted using the Mk1a Dobbin, even though the collimation wasn't spot on. Tried to get
the LX-200 to point the way but it seemed to be playing up all night... Also tried to
point Glen's scope at M13 but couldn't manage it as I'm useless with finderscopes,
give me a Telrad any day. Anyway, had a great night, we must do it more often.‟ —
Richard Edwards
A couple of bright satellites were observed but these were not logged by Heavens
-Above.Com, our first Iridium was missed (or perhaps Heavens-Above miscalculated…) but our second Iridium 35 was spectacular. Time of flare was 2008 June 21
00:28 and maximum magnitude at our location was a very bright -8. It did not disap-
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So there you go folks, some five months of YAS activity, what a busy lot you all are!

Martin Dawson demonstrates his latest invention to His Lass
— she was none too pleased about her cookies burning...

Algol 73
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point. The sky was very clear, no wind to blow about the camera and with some tenminutes to go I set up my Canon EOS450D on its tripod and fired a few practice
shots with the setting at `M' and `Bulb'. At the appointed time we were treated to a
spectacular flare which I hope the picture shews well. By 2006 June 21 02:00 the
northern horizon grew brighter heralding the oncoming rise of the sun. Slowly Glen
and I – the only ones left at this time – packed away the equipment while I shot off a
few long time exposures. It would be around 2006 June 21 02:55 when we left. I had
a few jobs to do and I guess it would have been around 04:30-ish when I went to
bed…
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Message from the Treasurer
Paul Buglass

Greetings from your YAS Treasurer. I
hope you are managing to make the most of
the poor weather we have had recently? It
seems that no sooner have the dark nights
returned after the light Summer period, than
the weather has turned distinctly wet and
cloudy :-)
Despite the poor weather I did enjoy the
recent YAS Perseid BBQ held at the YAS Observatory. The rain stayed away for most of
the evening, and all who attended had a
great time, especially with a surprise visit
from a couple of long lost YAS members who
were visiting the area. For those of you who
didn‘t make it to the BBQ, you missed not
only a great evening of chat and astronomy
discussions, but also the best chocolate cake
this side of Alpha Centauri provided by the
Queen of culinary delights, Ruth Whillock.
Once tasted, never forgotten, and it even
came in two varieties, one with and one
without brandy, for those of us who don‘t
drink.

A few weekends ago I was away in Scotland for a few days and found myself driving
back with a car full of sleepy kids late on a
Saturday night. It was the night of the partial
lunar eclipse and despite rain in York, I was
given a super view of the eclipse as I headed
south down the A1 between Edinburgh and
Berwick. The part of the Moon in shadow
seemed quite a dark brown/red shade to my
eye, so had the eclipse been a total one, I
imagine we would have seen one of the
darkest eclipsed Moons for some time.
Onto Treasurer matters now. We are doing OK with our funds, but as always, it
really helps our cash flow if you can all be
diligent in keeping your annual subs up to
date :-)
Please ask me at each meeting to let you
know when your subs are due, and I‘ll also
try to remind folk in the nicest possible way
too :-)
As always, we are very pleased to receive
donations of raffle prizes, which can be anything nice from astronomy items, books, etc.
to bottles of wine, etc. If it‘s something people would like to win, then it can be a raffle
prize :-)
Wishing you all a great new dark sky season, and some nice clear skies to go with it.
Very best wishes,

— Paul Buglass
treasurer@yorkastro.co.uk
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meeting

Buzz
Aldrin
by Martin Dawson

On the 2008 March 30, Mr Ken Willoughby
and The Carleton Community High School
hosted a lecture by Buzz Aldrin. I guess he
really needs no introduction…

Introduction

Andy Lawson and I arrived in good time and
just as well as the hall was soon filling up. The
York AS was joined by members of the Midland
Spaceflight Society and we were soon chatting
away. These events are great for meeting people, either folk you have not seen in years or
perhaps people you have known via the internet
for some time but never actually met.

It was his autobiography. Don‘t get me
wrong, I would like to say that it was a very
good and enjoyable way to spend the evening - to see one of my childhood hero‘s talk about
his achievement of walking on the moon, something I remember and watched avidly on a
black and white television -- but it was all about
him. It started well enough with a description of
his childhood, a nice picture of him as a young
lad holding an apple had everyone going,
‗Aaahhh!‘ Then a picture of a very nice aeroplane – a Lockheed Vega – painted to look like
an eagle. Soon we were whisked off to his
teens and the period after WWII when he studied at Westpoint, the start of his career with the
USAF.
One highlight in his early years was sitting in
his Lockheed T-33 Jet trainer with his father.
This was followed by his flying in Korea and his
2 combat kills in the gorgeous North American
F-86 Sabre ‗the most beautiful airplane in the
world‘. Next his military career involved patrolling the border of West Germany during the late
1950‘s.
The beginning of the 1960‘s saw Buzz returning to his studies at M.I.T where he did
work on Spacecraft Rendezvous, I know about

While we waited there was a slide show or
should I say a PowerPoint Presentation showing
pictures from Buzz Aldrin‘s career. Soon, there
was music (Mars, the God of War) then the pictures changed to a film – with footage from the
Apollo 11 mission that showed various key parts
of the mission. Then Buzz Aldrin came on stage
to applause from the audience, after introducing his wife he began his presentation which
took us from his childhood to the present day.

The Apollo Dream… Then Again...

I had seen Buzz talk (National Space Centre,
Leicester, 2005 Bun Fight) and remember it being like a corporate motivational talk and when
I read the title of this evening‘s presentation, I
thought he was going to discuss a little more
about the Apollo missions and tell us about
NASA‘s future plans. This would have been a
great introduction to the state of modern spaceflight with a look at the past and what‘s in store
for the future, especially for the people in the
audience who are not fully conversant with current spaceflight. I was wrong.
Algol 73
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this part of his career and often wondered if he
picked this subject with an eye for the future…
Which soon crept up on him, in October 1963
he was selected as one of NASA‘s Group Three
astronauts. This group would become the pilots
to the First and Second Group who would become commanders. When an astronaut is selected he is given a secondary task. His primary
task is training to be an astronaut while the secondary task is learning a particular new skill or
aspect of space travel which he in turn details
and shows the other astronauts. In Buzz‘s case
he learnt to use the AMU – The Astronaut Manoeuvring Unit – basically a kind of
hydrazine-powered backpack that
helped a space-walking astronaut
move around outside a spacecraft.
The first ones were to be flown on
the Gemini missions.
Remember I told you about Buzz‘s
expertise at Rendezvous from his
work at M.I.T? Well, with his new
trade as AMU pilot this stood him in
good stead for a later Gemini flight,
he was slated for the final Gemini
flight after (hopefully) successful
missions had conducted some of
these tasks, unfortunately things did
not work out quite right for NASA.
First off they were beaten to the
post of the first space walk or EVA –
Extra-Vehicular Activity – by Alexei
Leonov on Voskhod 2 in March 1965, the Russians were naughty and said space-walking was
easy, so NASA quickly retrained Ed White the
pilot on Gemini 4 to make a full blown EVA and
not the planned Stand-up EVA – SEVA – as intended. It went well, but he was only outside
for about ten minutes. This lulled NASA into a
false sense of security and when Gene Cernan
attempted his spacewalk on Gemini 9 he exerted himself too much trying to get to the
AMU. NASA had a wake-up call, space-walking
is difficult, Michael Collins (Gemini 10) and Richard Gordon (Gemini 11) also had a few problems doing just simple basic tasks. (There were
also the deaths of the original crew of Gemini 9,
and this too affected Buzz‘s selection for his two
flights). By the end of these missions a lot had
been accomplished and this left Buzz Aldrin on
Gemini 12 to put into practice the techniques
learnt on the previous missions and make Gemini 12 one of the most successful missions of
the Gemini series. That was the end of 1966.
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January 1967 brought with it the Apollo 1
fire in which Buzz‘s friend Ed White (remember
him from Gemini 4?) died. By late mid 1968 the
Apollo 7 crew (ex-Apollo 1 back ups) were
slated for a flight in October 1968. News had
reached NASA of the Russians‘ impending flight
of a new super booster. The Bosses at NASA
wanted to ramp things up a bit. The following
may seem a bit complicated but it‘s important
to understand a little about the background of
the early Apollo flights, how things changed,
who influenced who, and why they landed on
the moon.

Apollo

One day in August 1968, Frank Borman —
Commander of the future Apollo 8 — received a
phone call, it was a Sunday and Deke Slayton,
Head of the Astronaut office (the man who selects who flies on what) rang Frank up and
asked to see him in person about something he
was not prepared to discuss on the phone, or
leave until Monday morning. Frank went
straight to Deke‘s office and was told if Apollo 7
is successful in October then Frank‘s flight
would be moved up from it‘s ‗Apollo 9‘ designation to a new ‗Apollo 8‘. The original Apollo 8
was commanded by Jim McDivitt, it was to be a
low earth orbit test of the lunar module. Grumman the builder and NASA were having problems, and Jim did not mind waiting for his flight.
Frank Borman‘s original Apollo 9 flight was to
be a high orbit test of the complete Apollo/
Saturn stack. The new Apollo 8 was to fly to the
moon without the lunar module at Christmas
1968, but only if Apollo 7 was successful.
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simple. Hardly any selenology and not
much photography either! They had a
relatively flat area to land in on the Sea
of Tranquillity, nothing was left to
chance. The timing was perfect, certainly for us Space fans in the UK, it
was the school holidays! And a weekend to boot, so people could watch the
events as they took place. The place of
landing was peacefully named... Sea of
Tranquility…

The reason? A certain CIA/USAF spy satellite
had flown over Baikonur in the Soviet Union
and spied some strange activity — the Russians
had a big rocket on one of their pads. The pictures returned frightened the NASA bosses. If
they were to fly to the moon there were only a
few chances and windows, all of them favourable to the Russians.
Apollo 7 flew successfully in October 1967
and with a couple of unmanned tests of the full
Apollo/Saturn V stack, NASA was left feeling
confident. Apollo 8 was announced to fly at
Christmas 1968, they were successful, and the
rest as they say, is history. It‘s now January
1969 and Deke Slayton and the other NASA
bosses are confident. Apollo 9 was to fly in
March and if Apollo 10 is successful in May then
Apollo 11 would be the mission that puts everything together in July. This made it a flight rate
of one mission every two months...
It was announced that Neil Armstrong, Edwin
‗Buzz‘ Aldrin and Michael Collins would be the
crew. Neil Armstrong would command the mission and be the First Man On The Moon. He had
proved himself by flying several successful missions in the X-15 rocket plane, flying the first
manned docking mission, although it had to be
terminated early, he saved both himself and his
pilot Dave Scott from certain death. Buzz Aldrin
had been the perfect astronaut; he had the
Gemini 12 mission under his belt and was an
expert at the mathematics involved in orbital
mechanics. All they had to do was land and
take-off after conducting one EVA. It was kept
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But… Buzz Aldrin had a problem, the
Gemini pilots all conducted the spacewalk or EVA, the commander stayed
put in his seat. Even Rusty Schweickart
on Apollo 9 as LMP made the spacewalk where he tested the Lunar Spacesuit. So surely shouldn‘t Buzz Aldrin
make the first exit? A small mood developed
between Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin.

Some Further Thoughts ...
One area of the Apollo 11 mission that
could be researched deeper is the question of the tear on Buzz Aldrin‟s space
suit.
Look at the classic picture of him that
was taken by Neil Armstrong that shows
Neil in Buzz‟s visor. You will notice a
small grey triangle on his upper arm.
How was this tear caused?
If you buy a Fisher AG-7 Space Pen like
the ones used on the Apollo missions,
you receive the presentation case with a
small leaflet. This leaflet recounts how
one of the crew, it doesn‟t say which,
snapped off a switch as they re-entered
the LM after their EVA. When they were
preparing for launch one of them noticed
that the switch was missing. This switch
was important as it was part of the firing
circuit for the LM ascent stage engine.
Buzz used his Fisher Space pen as a replacement.
Perhaps Buzz Aldrin‟s space suit tear was
caused by the switch? Perhaps not when
they re-entered the LM, but when he exited. Who knows, it‟s not mentioned in
the numerous books that have been published over the years…
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Deke Slayton finally got the crew into his office and told them Neil goes first, Buzz goes
second, unless Buzz did not want to go on this
flight? Of course he could not answer that, and
regardless, someone from Grumman pointed
out that the hinge for the forward hatch was on
Buzz‘s side. The argument was settled. Who
knows, perhaps the hinge was placed on the
right as a whim in some drawing office at
Grumman?
The flight of Apollo 11 has been documented
in far greater detail elsewhere so I won‘t retread old ground. When Buzz discussed one of
the pictures he showed he recalled a saying
‗Location, location, location…‘ the audience
laughed. After the mission Buzz returned to
Earth and with the rest of the crew were feted
by people when they made a world wide tour.
After that Buzz worked for a short while on the
Skylab project (remember his AMU project from
Gemini? That was resurrected and flown inside
Skylab) but something was not quite right, he
could not settle down, he took to the bottle and
became depressed. It seemed (to him) he had
achieved everything and found nothing else to
challenge him. I do believe he had a rough deal
and that NASA should have supported its astronauts and Buzz in particular, much better. His
marriage failed and so too did his second marriage. He married for a third time in 1988 to
Lois, who accompanied him on this presentation. She also created the PowerPoint displays
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that Buzz used. For the last few years he has
been teaching Lois to scuba dive and she has
taught him to ski. They have been on numerous
expeditions and adventures, one included visiting the RMS Titanic, as well as touring the
world giving presentations. He did mention that
he has been asked to visit the South Pole in a
couple of years.
I guess you could say he has ‗been there,
done that, bought the tee-shirt!‘

References & Additional Comment
http://www.astronautix.com/astros/aldrin.htm

Although I enjoyed being there and seeing him
speak as a piece of living history, etc. I can't help
feeling a little disappointed with his talk and mercenary nature. Compared to Charlie Duke and Alan
Bean, he was very restrained, read from a script,
didn't include any personal anecdotes, and really told
us nothing we didn't already know. The Q&A session
was terrible! Hardly any good questions, and so few
of them. I guess he just trots out the same old talk
and rests on his laurels?
I also felt very uncomfortable with his £100 for
autographs, and that really put me off queuing to try
and get a photo of him shaking hands with Michael. The more I think about it, the more deflated I
am after it all :-(
— Paul Buglass
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As I have a charitable disposition I quite liked
Buzz, and was pleased to think that I had seen the
man who went to the Moon for real. The questions
were poor -- the schools should have prepared children with good questions in advance. I was hoping
for some practical and/or economic reasons as to
why we should go back to the Moon, or into space at
all.
— Martin W
Hi Paul and Martin,
Good comments, I know I probably ranted a bit
in the past about what he is like, I met him at the
Space Centre and last year at Autographica, some-

times I wondered if people thought I was being a bit
cruel towards him, but you have reconfirmed what I
think... Al Bean, Fred Haise and Gene Cernan are
totally different, they came over as really nice
chaps :o). Thank you for your input.
— Martin D

With thanks to the following:
Chris Lee (MSS), Paul Buglass, Andy Lawson,
Martin Whillock, and a special thank you to
Ken „Alexei Everett‟ Willoughby.

We’d like to have a wee trip down memory lane as well,
and would really appreciate our veteran YAS members
sending in some of their thoughts and memories from
YAS Observatories of Old.
And lastly, I'm also interested in getting some stories from
individual YAS members about their personal, private
'first light' when they were ickle boys'n'girls (what got you
into it in the first place, and what drives you to carry on?).
And then there’s my own nosey nature which begs the
question: How did you ‘discover’ the YAS, and why?

Ed’s Begging
Bowl

Any and all member stories and such-like are of interest as
far as we’re concerned, and as long as you’re happy to
have it made public/published we’d really love to hear
your individual astronomy tales — a selection of My First
Telescope letters and stories surely beckons... :-)
— Alex Bardy

This is the bit where Martin and I would usually beg for
articles, letters, and anything else for inclusion in future
issues of the magazine. However, we have several ideas in
the pipeline, and it’s more of a plea for assistance really.
Future plans for the magazine include a Member’s Gallery
for those who would like to have some of their photographs featured, as well as a regular Ask An Astronomer
section whereby you’re invited to send in a question and
we’ll get members of the YAS committee to have a bash
at answering them — yes, even the hard ones!
Also planned are an Observing Challenge to be set each
issue, and we’re ultra keen to hear from some of our
younger YAS members to find out what they’ve been up
to Astronomy-wise.
Next issue should hopefully also see Paul ‘Doc’ Mackay
taking us sideways with a look at classic and modern British Science Fiction, and Arthur C. Clarke may even get
some coverage too as a special ‘Christmas Bonus’ for you
all... Although no promises mind...
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You can contact
us on ...
Martin Dawson:
flugluftholgate@hotmail.co.uk
Alex Bardy:
mangozine@btinternet.com
Or via the YAS Yahoo Group:
yorkastronomy@yahoogroups.co.uk
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The Easingwold Observatory

How to Hide an Observatory in a Garden Shed
aka The Shedobs
Unhappy with moving his 150mm TAL around, Martin
Whillock finally chose to do something about it...
My 150mm Russian Tal reflector is a good
telescope, but a pain to move around. It takes
30 minutes minimum to assemble all the parts
for use, even longer if taken out in the car.

section was discussed at a very early stage with
John Roberts, who thought my idea would be
OK. I was probably reinventing the wheel, but
why not?

So it was decided to build a permanent set
up in the garden. With no space for a dome or
roll-off shed, the existing garden shed/
workshop/store was measured up as being a
possible location.

I think roll-off roofs for Observatories are
better than other options such as domes, because they are simpler to make, and give easy
access to the whole sky in one move.

The ideal space around a telescope in use is
about 2m diameter, so this was the target area
to achieve. The shed was 2.4 x 3.5m long, and
I wanted to maintain as much space as possible
for a workshop/shed/store. I knew I could gain
space if the shed were longer. I was able to add
1.2m to the length by extending it almost up to
the land boundary. Thus I had a footprint of 2.4
x 4.7m to play with. By using the full width and
nearly half the new length I would have a telescope using a platform area 2.4 x 2m.
A rolling roof seemed to be the best option
and the problem of how to support the rolling

Further measurements went into the height
of the telescope pillar and the height of the
platform to allow for stowing the telescope on
the pillar at the maximum height below the rolling roof. Also, the platform floor needed to be a
comfortable distance below the telescope, while
leaving room beneath for storage.
—— ENLARGING THE SHED
The shed was lengthened by extending the
concrete base, laying two courses of bricks for
the extension and finishing the sides with framing and shiplap. The original end was cut off
and re-fixed to the new sides. The extension
detail was copied from the original shed design.
All the timber in the project is treated for
outdoor use, except the platform. Most of the
parts are held together with Screwfix TurboGold
woodscrews, placed with a Chinese electric drill/
driver with rechargeable batteries. What a brilliant system! Where bolts were needed they‘re
all stainless steel.
Before I cut the end off the shed I had to
empty most of it out and store my tools, materials and gardening equipment in the awning left
over from my motor caravan –- an earlier, more
ambitious project which is sadly no more.
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I started this project in September 2007 and
decided to keep going, so was often working in
the rain and cold, it was finished in March 2009.
The big hole in the roof was temporarily covered with builders‘ polythene when work
paused.
—— THE ROLLING ROOF
The rolling roof is in two parts –- the tracks
and the rolling top. A detailed design was made
with all measurements carefully checked. The
castors, also from Screwfix, determined many of
the dimensions and were bought early on.

The tracks are two 5m lengths of 2in aluminium angle, mounted on lengths of 4in fence
posts cut in half lengthwise across the diagonal.
This places the tracks at the correct angles for
the castors. The load of the rolling roof is outward, down the pitch, not vertically downwards.
The castors are pushed into the centre of the
tracks by the weight. One advantage of this design is that the castors are inside the tracks, so
the wind will not blow the rolling roof off.

Getting the tracks straight, level and square
was interesting –- all done with a spirit level,
tape measure, a length of wood and some
string.

The rolling roof framework is made of 45mm
square treated timber, screwed and bolted together. The eight castors are bolted on. A lot of
care went into getting the frame square and
straight.
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Strand-board sheeting on top of the frame
was added after the frame was fitted to the
tracks. The rolling roof is strong enough to walk
on.
The fixed and rolling roofs are covered with
Firestone Artificial Rubber as used for pond liners. This was chosen because it is not affected
by rain, sunlight or temperature changes. It‘s
also black, so the Shedobs superficially looks
like an ordinary garden shed. The rubber is held
in place by gravity and stainless steel staples,
and on the fixed section by the tracks.
When shut the roof seals itself at both ends,
to keep the rain out. The rolling roof overhangs
the sides to steer the rain off. Air can circulate
through via the tracks, thus keeping the telescope at ambient air temperature at all times,
so no need to cool the main mirror.

The cut fence posts for the tracks are on top
of the rubber roof cover, so gutters were made
of strips of rubber vulcanised on, to overlap the
fence posts next to the tracks. There are gaps
in the fence posts halfway along to provide
drainage to the outside — so that rainwater going along the gutters towards the rolling section
would not fall inside the shed. The gutters
empty at both ends.

Cross ties have been fixed at both ends of
the shed and across the middle inside, in theory
to stop the weight of the rolling roof pushing
the shed walls outward, allowing the top of the
rolling roof to drop. There has been no dropping and I think the cross ties are not doing any
work, but I will be leaving them in place.
The rolling roof is opened and closed using
ropes running over a roller fixed on the top of
the fixed roof section at the mid shed length
point. There is a rope for each end of the rolling
section.
—— THE PILLAR
A good friend provided an 8in diameter 1.9m length of steel tube and
a big square flange for the pillar,
welded together by a good local itinerant welder.
This was Rawlbolted to the concrete floor and painted with two
coats of white Hammerite. The pillar
is filled with play sand from Argos,
well packed down, to stop it ringing
and to speed up the time-to-novibration. It works well.
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—— TEMPERATURE & MOISTURE CONTROL

—— DRIFT ALIGNMENT

Both parts of the roof and the walls are lined
with 1in thick expanded polystyrene insulation
and there is convector heater controlled by a
thermostat set at 2º C. There is an always open
ventilator at floor level at one end of the shed
and another at the top at the other end. This
stops condensation by allowing air to pass
through, and stops it getting really cold most of
the time.

Before the telescope could be fixed to the
pillar a drift alignment mechanism had to be
made. Eventually this was made from two large
chromium-plated hinges, some steel screws,
screwed rod and stainless steel Nylock nuts.

—— THE PLATFORM
The platform is free standing -– it is not connected to the shed or the pillar. Access to the
platform is via a step ladder which has locating
devices to stop it slipping or falling sideways
when in use.

The platform is just as you would build a
floor with joists in a house or a deck in the garden. Four corner posts support four side plates,
which support joist hangers, joists, and
tongue‗n‘grooved flooring. The deck floor is
painted with white gloss paint, so that when
anything is dropped at night it will be easier to
see.

—— FINISHING TOUCHES
Some shelf units for bits and pieces, an eyepiece rack, and laminated favourite astro pictures have finished the Observatory ready for
the coming Winter.
Screwfix Salesman of the Year?

—— ELECTRICS
The original electrical wiring was rearranged
and added to for lighting and power points.
Fluorescent strip lights were installed underneath the platform. The platform gives only
1.45m head room underneath, but access to
this storage cellar is okay if you wear Screwfix
kneepads!
— Martin Whillock, August 2008
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The York Astronomical Society
Lunar
Section
by Phil Shepherdson, York AS Lunar Section
There is one feature on the moon which always appeals to me and every time the terminator uncovers it, I am held totally spellbound.
The feature I am referring to is Sinus Iridium or
for those who prefer it, Sea of Rainbows.
As my picture shows you can see that there
is a wealth of detail to be observed. Named after Riccioli, this huge large crater shaped formation of 260km in diameter has steep slopes and
is sharply outlined in the North by the slopes of
Montes Jura (Jura Mountains). An interesting
point to note is that this lava-flooded floor is
situated 600 metres lower than Mare Imbrium.

Just South from the sharply inclined Laplace
Prom is a lonely crater which on my map is simply called ―A‖!
Under different illuminations there is a
wealth of detail to be seen within the Bay, such
as ridges and a myriad of craterlets.
Further South at the entrance to the Bay is
the Heraclides Prom which, judging from the
shadow length, must be very tall and steep.
Nearby are the spacecraft Luna 17 and an automatic mobile laboratory Lunakhod 1.

Sinus Iridium, as captured by Phil Shepherdson with a
Panasonic digital video camera, hand-held at that...
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My picture (a single frame shot from a thousand) was taken using a Panasonic digital video
camera and was hand held.
Travelling up now to be immersed amongst
the highlands of the South Pole, there is a
densely packed crater area with large oval
plains. The most fascinating crater here is the
huge crater Clavius, although strictly it is a
walled plain. Under certain conditions it shows
awesome detail stretched across its floor. Porter
and Rutherford are notable craters identified
here.
Let‘s hope this month the clouds will be kind
enough to be able to do some observing?
— Phil Shepherdson

The huge crater, Clavius, in all it‘s glory, taken by Phil
using hand-held binoculars and a Kodak disposable
camera apparently... Then again, maybe not...

A Lunar Footnote Re. The New ALGOL logo...
For those of you interested in such things, this is the original photo Martin
Dawson took of the Moon‘s Limb that I‘ve used as the background for the
new magazine logo. Well we had to fill up this space somehow didn‘t we?
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gent than the daft youth looking like a demented Martian banging and crashing all over
the place while looking at an upside down world
with a big jumper over his head and the arms
flapping about...
Tip: make sure the Ol' Man is not about as
he looks worse upside down!
Make a Periscope
1.
2.

Martin Dawson

3.
4.
5.
6.

The following adventures are true, I kid you
not…
Make a Pin-Hole Camera
Go back to the early 1970s and buy the Ladybird book of Light, Mirrors and Lenses
(Remember those gorgeous Harry Wingfield
paintings?) from the Junior Science collection
and read it under the covers of your bed with a
torch. Next day raid the kitchen and get one PG
Tips tea box, they were oblong and square in
cross section, and then look for another box to
slide into it. Take some tissue, scissors and sellotape and on one box end cut a square hole,
cover with tissue and tape.
Next, take the second box and cut a small
hole in the middle of one end and cover with
clean crisp brown paper and here's the best bit
prick a small hole with a pin in the middle.
Reassemble boxes.
Take a large dark coloured jumper, cover
your head and stick the boxes through the neck
hole and walk around the house looking at the
world upside down! Best to do it when Aunty,
Granny or some of your mother's friends are
visiting, and watch their faces on the little
screen as you wobble and bump all over the
place.
Even better if you have a dog, West Highland Whites are best as they are more intelli-
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7.

Take a cardboard tube from an aluminium kitchen foil doings.
Take two small mirrors (pinch them
from your mother‘s dressing table, she
won't miss them, she has hundreds)
Make a periscope
Then take a large-ish cardboard box
and cut a small round hole and stick the
periscope through the hole.
Take a piece of glass —not plastic—
and make a window.
Paint box grey and cover in black dots,
then paint a number on the side — any
number is good but the best ones have a
‗U‘ before them.
Take the grey box, a torch, a book on
submarines (Speed and Power or Look
and Learn are best) and sit in your bed
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with the box over your head, reading
your book, making pinging noises and
shouting loudly in a fake German accent:
'Achtung! Achtung! Dive, dive, dive! Enemy hunde ahead', look at West Highland
White dog snoozing on your bed through
the periscope. (It may look back with one
eye half open, thinking... they are thinking dogs them Westies...)
Count the seconds until your mother comes
barging in to your bedroom and await her reaction.

them, see young mothers push prams and
imagine the babies falling out of the prams,
watch wobbly old men scurry for their lives as
the Ol‘ Man drives towards them, all from the
comfort of hiding behind your telescope.
Remove telescope from face and see these
people laughing and pointing at this stupid boy
with a bright red tube sticking out of his face...
Notice the Ol' Man laughing at you and you
don't realise why, even the Westie is laughing
while sat next to you...
Ah, optics! What folly, folly, deep joy, what
fun it can be to learn real practical science!
— Martin Dawson, aged 12¾
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Make a Telescope.
Take an old camera and hit with a hammer,
rummage through resulting mess and find
(hopefully) the lens. Raid kitchen and look for
two cardboard boxes and Mummy‘s Christmaspatterned sellotape. Meanwhile, pinch a small
toy handbag of that horrible snotty nosed girl
up the street. Cut it up for the leatherette plastic. Find a magnifying lens and construct a telescope. The camera lens is the eyepiece, the
magnifying lens the OG. The tubes slide in and
out of each other. You can work it out...
Sit in the Ol‘ Man‘s lorry (Volvo F86‘s or
ERF‘s with 180 Gardener‘s are best) and look at
the view in front, 30 mph looks like 60mph and
upside down as well, what fun! See little old
ladies run for their lives as you bear down on
Algol 73
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The Last Word...
Well, ‗twas only 1 month or so ago when Martin
Dawson approached me with the idea of taking up
the reins of ALGOL with him — we had previously
had several chats about the state of things, and he
felt the combination of his banter and my previous
editing experience would prove to be a co-operative
venture worth pursuing.
For my part, I was reticent — I work two jobs
(approximately 70-75 hrs a week), have two very
young daughters, and am selfish with my spare time
because there‘s never that much of it — how the hell
could I devote any time over to the YAS magazine?
Jeez, I haven‘t even been able to make the last
three or four YAS meetings because of my work
commitments... Of course, with all these odds
stacked against me, I simply caved in... Just like
that, much to the chagrin of Our Lass...
So it‘s with a mixture of trepidation and genuine
excitement that I‘ve worked hard and fast on this
issue, mainly following the remit: ‗Get the darn thing
out the door!‘ The last few years have been a lean
time for the magazine —despite the excellent quality
of material— and both Martin and I are determined
to get this particular ship back into calmer waters.
Personally, I believe the magazine has huge potential, and work on future issues will hopefully prove to
be less hasty and more relaxed.
Between Martin, myself, and several other YAS
members there are plenty of ideas bouncing around,
and going forward we want to ensure we give them
all our best shot. Alas, a lot of them start with you,
the reader — your help and contributions ultimately
help to define future issues, and a lot of what we‘d
like to do revolves around you ‗orrible lot getting off
yer bums and helping! And with that in mind, I say

contact us, tell us what you think, throw in your own
tuppence-ha‘penny, and help steer this ship in the
direction we all want her to go.
There‘s a great deal of confidence and expectation in the camp, and with both Martin and I more
determined than ever to ensure ALGOL #74 is out
and available to all and sundry in time for Christmas
this year :-) — we‘ve already flung open the door for
articles, letters, and features. So whether you‘ve just
read this issue and enjoyed it, or are about to embark upon it; if you‘re keen to see more please don‘t
be shy, or backward about coming forward, just get
stuck in and have your say! And as for ALGOL #75
— surely this‘ll be something worth celebrating? Any
ideas? At all? From anyone?
Okay, so a few of you are probably wondering
who this Alex guy is anyway? Well, nowt much to
say really, ever since my first copy of Space Voyager
magazine way back when (remember that?), I have
long been of the opinion the stars and galaxies out
there are the most incredible, beautiful, and outright
stunning expression of natural wonder in anyone‘s
lifetime, and by far the most fascinating...
I had previously expressed an interest in helping
with the magazine but alas nothing came of it, so
I‘m glad to see that the YAS Committee have seen
the error of their ways and at long last, finally, will
yield to my omnipotence and ultimate domination of
the Universe... starting right here, right now...

>>Wicked, evil, villainous James Bond Baddie laughter booms through the corridors of power as MartinD
and AlexB share a maniacal chuckle... At last...<<

— Alex Bardy, co-editor
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